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CHAP

The Caaba,
or temple of
Mecca.

THE DECLINE AND TALL

{ky difplay the vifible image of a Deity: their number and diltance

_convey tc a philofophic, or even a vulgar, eye, the idea of boundlefs

fpace : the chara&er of eternity is marked on thefe folid globes, that

feem incapable of corruption or decay : the regularity of their mo-
tions may be afcribed to a principle of reafon or inftinét ; and their
-real or imaginary influence encourages the vain belief that the earth

and its inhabitants are the obje& of their peculiar care. The fcience

.of aftronomy was cultivated at Babylon; but the f{chool of the

Arabs was a clear firmament and a naked plain. In their no&urnal
marches, they fteered by the guidance of the ftars: their names, and
order, and daily ftation, were familiar to the curiofity and devotion
of the Bedoween; and he was taught by experience to divide in
twenty-eight parts, the zodiac of the moon, and to blefs the conftel-
lations who refrefhed, with falutary rains, the thirft of the defert.

‘The reign of the heavenly orbs could not be extended beyond the

vifible fphere ; and fome metaphyfical powers were neceffary to fuf=
tain the tranfmigration of fouls and the refurre@ion of bodies: a
camel was left to perifh on the grave, that he might ferve his mafter
in another life ; and the invocation of departed fpirits implies that
they were ftill endowed with confcioufnefs and power. I am igno-
rant, and I am carelefs, of the blind mythology of the Barbarians;
of the local deities, of the ftars, the air, and the earth, of their fex
or titles, their attributes or fubordination. Each tribe, each family,
each independent warrior, created and changed the rites and the
obje& of his fantaftic worfhip; but the nation, in every age, has
bowed to the religion, as well as to the language, of Mecca. The
genuine antiquity of the CAaBA afcends beyond the Chriftian era :
in delcribing the coaft of the Red Sea, the Greek hiftorian Diodorus*

has

43 Tipor ayiararor sSputas Tpwpnor vwo wawTwy  correly appofite, that I am furprifed how
Agafwr miplrerepor (Diodor. Sicul, tom.i. L jii. this curious paffage fhould have been read

P+ 211.).  The charater and pofition are fo without notice or application, Yet this fa-
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has remarked, between the Thamudites and the Sabwans, a famous € HLA P.

temple, whofe fuperior fanlity was revered by a// the Arabians: (e

the line nor filken veil, which is annually renewed by the Turkith
emperor, was firft offered by a pious king of the Homerites, who
reigned feven hundred years before the time of Mahomet*. A tent
or a cavern might fuffice for the worthip of the favages, but an edi-
fice of ftone and clay has been erected in its place; and the art and
power of the monarchs of the Eaft have been confined to the fim-
plicity of the original model . A {pacious portico inclofes the
quadrangle of the Caaba ; a fquare chapel, twenty-four cubits long,
twenty-three broad, and twenty-feven high: a door and a window
admit the light; the double roof is fupported by three pillars of
wood ;. a fpout (now of gold) dilcharges the rain~water, and the well
Zemzem is prote&ted by a dome from accidental pollution. The
tribe of Koreifh, by fraud or force, had acquired the cuﬁody of the
Caaba : the facerdotal office devolved through four lineal defcents
to the grandfather of Mahomet ; and the family of the Hafhemites,
from whence he fprung,. was the moft refpectable and facred in the
eyes of their country . The precinéts of Mecca enjoyed the rights

' . of

mous temple had been overlooked by Aga-
tharcides (de Mari Rubro, p. 58. in Hudfon,
tom. i.), whom Diodorus copies in the reft of
the defcription.  Was the Sicilian more know-
ing than the Egyptian? Or was the Caaba
built between the years of Rome 650 and
746, the dates of their refpelive hiftories ?
(Dodwell, in Differt. ad tom.i. Hudfon,
p- 72. Fabricius, Bibliot. Grzc. tom. ii.
P- 779-)

4% Pocock, Specimen, p. 6o, 61. From
the death of Mahomet we afcend to 68, from
his birth to 129, years, before the Chriftian
zra. The veil or cortain, which is now of
filk and gold, was no more than a piece of

Egyptian linen (Abulfeda, in Vit. Mohame
med. c. 6. p. 14.).

47 The original plan of the Caaba (which
is fervilely copied in Sale, the Univerfal Hif-
tory, &c.) was a Turkifh draught, which Re-
land (de Religione Mohammedica, p.113—
123.) has corrected and explained from the beft
authorities. For the defcription and legend of
the Caaba, confult Pocock (Specimen, p. 115
~—122.), the Bibliotheque Orientale of d’Her-
belot (Caaba, Hagier, Zemzem, &c.), and
Sale (Preliminary Difcourfe, p. 114—122.).

4% Cofa,. the fifth anceftor of Mahomet,
mufl have ufurped the Caaba A.D. 440; but
the flory is differently told by Jannabi (Gag-
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